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       YHA Men’s Hockey League - 2014-15 Season



Guidelines to be adopted by Teams in the Bottom leagues to help with Player shortage.

a. The following would only apply to teams in Division 6 N & S. (If next season there is a Div 6 and 7 then these would apply to them). If teams in Division 5N & S are having difficulties they may approach the Divisional Rep for advice. Teams who wish to become “Supported Teams” must register with The Divisional Rep. for Division 6 N & S, David Woodward. Form below can be used.
b. “Supported Teams” will be allowed some doubling up of players and player selection from the team immediately above them as long as the players are previously identified and do not have a major influence on the match. Such players should be encouraged to play in the positions that are vacated by missing players. There should be 6 or 8 players “Bulleted” in the clubs next highest team squad who will be allowed to double up or play lower down as long as they are identified on the team sheet and to the Divisional Rep. They should only be used when the lower team is short and this must be advised to the Div Rep and the opponents before 8pm on the Wednesday before the match. This will avoid the selection of the bottom team from a big pool and restrict the use of players that from higher teams who may just be free that week. Obviously injuries, long term illness or long holidays may mean some players could not be used and the “bulleted” players can be amended but only with the agreement of the Div Rep. Players deleted from the list will not be allowed back for 4 weeks.
c. Players who have been playing higher up but are returning from a notified injury to return and play in the lowest team for one or two matches but they must have been out with an injury for at least 4 weeks and the Div Rep notified.

d. Any team that has to use “Bulleted” players will not be promoted that season.

e. If teams have 8 players then they should still play the game and if the opponents agree can borrow similar standard players from the opposition.
f. Teams that have 6 or less players available and insist on postponing the game will be automatically deducted 1 point for failing to fulfil the fixture and the game offered to the non-offending team. They may be offered the chance to re-arrange the match and the two teams must make every effort to re-arrange the fixture within 2 weeks and play it as soon as possible but within 6 weeks. If this is not done then the Div Rep will award the match at their discretion. Please note that if the Div Rep feels that there has been lack of effort by the non-offending team to re-arrange they will be able to act accordingly.

g. Supported Teams must send in a Register of players identifying which squads they will be playing in and particularly those players that will be “Bulleted”.

h. The above guidelines will rely on “Supported Teams” honouring the relaxing of the rules and will mean more work for Div Reps but hopefully less cancelled games and more hockey. Please support David in this effort and let’s see if it works.
	Name of Club wishing to register a team as a “Supported Team”………………………………………………….
	Supported Team…………………..
	Date Registered

……………….

	Revised Registration List to be issued to the League confirming the squads that players will be expected to play in. 
	
	Date of issue………….

	Detailed list of players in the bottom teams and those players in higher teams that are “Bulleted” to allow them to play lower down.
	
	Date issued to Divisional Rep…………..


· “Supported Teams” will not be eligible for promotion.

· Match sheets should identify “Bulleted” Players from a higher team.

· Clubs that use these Guidelines to take an unfair advantage will be sanctioned.

· Supported teams must only use “Bulleted” players when they are short. Where the team has more than 11 regular players then “Bulleted “ players’  should not be used. 

· We would suggest that no more than 13 players should be selected in a Supported Team and any substitutes must be “Bulleted” players. If no “Bulleted “ players involved then normal rules will apply.
David Woodward
07774231206

Men’s Division 6N & 6S Representative

david.woodward@rotherrhamhc.org.uk
