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YORKSHIRE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
LEAGUE RULES 2019-2020 

1          LEAGUE NAMES

The Leagues will be governed by the Yorkshire Hockey Association (YHA) through the YHA Competitions Committee (YHACC), and will be known as the Yorkshire Men’s Hockey League (YMHL), the Yorkshire Women’s Hockey League (YWHL).  A sponsor’s name may be prefixed to the League names for publicity purposes subject to approval by the YHA.

1.1       LEAGUE AUTHORITY
Each Club, by its entry into any of the YHA Leagues, shall be deemed to have given its consent to the Rules of the League and to any amendments which may from time to time be adopted in proper form, and shall be deemed to have agreed to abide by the decision of the Committee of the relevant League and any penalty or sanction it may from time to time see fit to impose. (Subject to the Right of Appeal – Rule 9.2)

1.2       LEAGUE AND OTHER COMMITTEES

Each League will be administered by a Committee (The “Men’s, Women’s Committees respectively”).  The respective League Committees will consist of a Chair, a Secretary and sufficient members to administer the competitions within the League. Members may act as Divisional Representatives of the respective Leagues.  A list of the Officials and their roles will be detailed in the YHA Handbook and on the YHA Website.

a. Meetings of each Committee will be held as required and notes of these Meetings will be circulated to the YHACC.

b. Two representatives from each of the Relevant League Committees will represent each League Committee on the YHACC.

c. The Chair for each Committee will be formally approved at the Annual General Meeting of the YHA (normally in May each year).

d. The Members of the Committees will be nominated in advance of the Annual Clubs Fixture Meeting (normally early June each year).

1.3        AFFILIATED CLUBS


a.
Each participating Club in the League must be affiliated to Yorkshire Hockey Association (YHA).

b.
Other Clubs affiliated to a different County Association may be admitted with the approval of YHA General Committee.


c.
Each Club must include a Match Confirmation or Fixture Secretary to act as point of contact during the League season and a Results Secretary to correlate and communicate results. (See Rule 5.8/5.9).


d.
Each club is reminded that it is responsible for the efficient administration and organisation of the club and as such must make every effort to ensure that all officers and members are aware of their responsibilities to others involved in the game.


e.
Clubs will be held responsible for breaches of rules and any misdemeanours committed by their members whether players, officials or spectators.


f.
Any serious misconduct or behaviour, which fails to conform to the standards deemed acceptable by the respective League Committees, could result in any of the penalties of Rule 5.9.4 being applied.  All clubs must have a Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Code by which they abide and is available if requested.
1.4          CLUB & TEAM NAMES

               Any club wishing to change its name or to add the name of a sponsor to the club name or to that of an individual 
               team can only do so with the approval of the YHA General Committee. Application for a change of name or the 
               addition of a sponsor’s name must be made to the YHA Hon Secretary.
1.5          CLUBS, TEAMS JOINING OR LEAVING LEAGUES

a. Clubs with new teams wishing to join or teams wishing to withdraw must notify the relevant League Secretary in writing or by email by 15th April. The League Committees may use their discretion in accepting applications to join the Leagues.
b. Any new club wishing to join the Yorkshire League must apply by the 15th April of each year and if they have more than one team, they may be put in different Divisions whenever possible. 
c. Any new team joining the league will normally start in one of the bottom divisions. However, the league reserves the right to place the team in a different division if this is deemed to be appropriate for the team and of benefit to the league structure.
d. If after a season it is apparent that a new entrant’s teams are playing at an inappropriate level they will be considered for replacement to an appropriate Division as decided by the appropriate League Committee.  This would only be implemented provided that no additional Clubs are demoted and no Clubs denied promotion.

1.6          YHA HANDBOOK

a. Each Club will submit details of their Club Officials for the following season to the Secretary, to be included in 
b. the YHA Handbook and on the YHA Website, not later than the 30 June of each year. A pro forma will be available but the details should include all club officials with email and mobile contact if available (particularly for team captains/organisers), ground details, a Match Confirmation or Fixture Secretary to act as point of contact during the League season and a Results Secretary to correlate and communicate results.
c. Failure to submit these details by 30 June will result in a fine of £50
c. The YHA & its officers will comply with General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), the YHA GDPR Policy will be available on the YHA website – and access to the YHA Handbook will be via a controlled authorised access method.

1.7
CLUBS MEETING


a.
League Committees will advise participating Clubs of their status and fixtures for the following season at least two weeks before the Annual Clubs Fixture Meeting to be held on a date before 17 June each year with Clubs given at least 28 days’ notice of the Meeting.

b.
All Clubs must have a representative at the Meeting; penalty for non-attendance is £50 per Club.
1.8
AMENDMENTS TO LEAGUE RULES

a.
These Rules may only be amended with the approval of the YHACC, and are subject to ratification by the YHA General Committee and North Hockey Competitions Committee.

b.
Any club wishing to propose a change in the rules for the forthcoming season must put the proposal in writing by 31 December to the League Secretary.

c.
Clubs should be aware that fixtures may change prior to the start of any season, decisions on this matter are to be made by the relevant League Committees.

1.9
RULES OF HOCKEY

                    All matches shall be played in accordance with the Rules of Hockey as laid down by the National Governing Body.

2
STRUCTURE
2.1
STRUCTURE OF LEAGUES



a.
The League will consist of such divisions as may from time to time be fixed by the relevant League Committee.

b.
Wherever possible divisions will comprise of 12 teams, playing home and away (A maximum of 22 League matches).

c.
The actual number of teams in any division may be varied subject to no more than 22 League matches dependent upon the total number of teams to ensure viability.

d.
Only the lowest divisions may have more than 12 teams and may play some teams only once to keep the maximum number of games to 22.

e.
Lower divisions will be organised on a regional basis. Teams will be allocated to regional divisions by the relevant League Committee before the start of each season.

2.2
RANKING


a.
Points will be awarded as follows: 3pts for a win, 1pt for a draw, and 0pts for a defeat.


b.
In the event of two or more teams being level on points at the end of the season, places shall be determined by consideration of the following order: -
I. Aggregated result of the matches between the two sides.
II. Goal difference.
III. Highest number of goals scored.

IV. A play off between the two sides.
V. However, IF all teams are still equal then a “round robin” play-off system will be carried out to determine the final positions.

3
PROMOTION & RELEGATION

3.1
PROMOTION FROM THE YHA LEAGUE SYSTEM

a.
Promotion and relegation will occur in the League at the end of the season on the following basis.


b.
The winner of the Men’s Premier Division and the top two teams in the Women’s Premier Division will be eligible for promotion to the North Leagues as determined by the North Hockey Association (NHA).


c.
When teams are promoted or relegated from National/Regional Leagues, or teams drop out of National/Regional Leagues, then additional teams will be promoted or relegated within the relevant Leagues as necessary to maintain the optimum number of teams in each division. 
3.2              PROMOTION AND RELEGATION WITHIN THE YORKSHIRE LEAGUES


a.
The top two teams from Men’s Division 1 and Women’s Division 1 and below will be promoted to the next higher division and at least the bottom two teams in all divisions will be relegated to the next lower division.


b.
Where regionalised divisions feed into county- wide divisions the winner of each highest regionalised division will be promoted to the lowest ranked county- wide division.


c.
Teams placed second in the highest regionalised Men’s divisions will play off for one promotion place to the lowest ranked county wide division. There will be no play off for the women’s teams in second place in the regionalised divisions.

d.
Sufficient lowest ranked teams in the lowest county wide relevant divisions will be relegated to allow promotion of top regionalised division winners plus the winner of the second-place regionalised division team play-offs. Sufficient lowest ranked teams in the lowest county wide Women’s divisions will be relegated to allow promotion of the top regionalised division winners only

f.
Teams will be informed of the number of promotion and relegation spots within each division once the final league structure is known, although indications will be given when possible throughout the season.

g.
No team will be permitted to refuse promotion without the full agreement of the relevant League Committee. 
3.3
PLAY-OFFS

a. Promotion play-offs between YHL teams will take place at a time and venue as directed by the YHACC.

b. Where possible play-offs will be included in YHA Cup Final days’ schedules.
3.4
REGIONALISED DIVISIONS

                             The structure and composition of regionalised divisions will be decided by the relevant league committee and will
                             be announced once the final league structure is known.
4
UMPIRES

4.1
APPOINTED (NEUTRAL) UMPIRES


a.
Umpires may be appointed by the YHUA to officiate in all Men’s League matches in the Premier Division and subject to availability Division 1. 

b.
A home team representative must contact by telephone, text or email any appointed Neutral Umpires by 8pm on the Tuesday prior to the game to confirm the arrangements.  Regardless of the method of contact used a positive confirmation from the Umpire by text or email must be received.

c.
Teams/clubs not confirming start times with the appointed Umpires prior to the game as detailed above, are liable to have the provision of Neutral Umpires withdrawn until further notice.


d.
Arrangements should be made for emergency contact in case of postponements, particularly for matches with early start times & included in the details shared in point b above.


e.
In the event of non-availability of an appointed Official, the Home team should contact the YHUA Appointments Secretary by telephone to inform them of the non-availability and in the event of no reserve umpire being available must provide a Club Umpire graded EH Level 1 Assessed or higher.


f.
In the event of non-arrival of an appointed Official, the team Captains should endeavour to secure a substitute(s) graded EH Level 1 Assessed or higher. Should a suitable alternative not be available the match should be postponed and then rearranged under rule 5.9.1.g. 

g.
In the event that two Umpires EH Level 1 Assessed or higher not being available, the match will be postponed and then rearranged under rule 5.9.1.g. 

h.
For both f & g these games can be played as a friendly unless both captains agree before the match starts that 
                             another Umpire will be used who may not hold the relevant umpire qualification. 
                     i.      The penalty for a breach of any of the rules above is a £20 fine by the home Club.
4.2
CLUB UMPIRES 

a.
All League matches must have two umpires.  No team/club can demand the use of two home umpires.

b.
In all matches in the Leagues (excluding those with appointed umpires), each team must provide one Umpire unless mutually agreed to the contrary. Clubs may by mutual consent agree for one club to provide both umpires normally on a reciprocal basis for a match but this must be confirmed as detailed in Rule 5.8 and recorded on the match sheet. Home captains should ensure that this information is entered on the match sheet. 

c.
For all League matches in Divisions 3 and above must provide Umpires graded EH Level 1 Assessed or higher.


d.
The Umpires’ EH Level 1 Assessed Registration Number must be included on the Match Result Form. Home captains should ensure that this information is correctly entered on the match sheet, failure to do so could lead to a fine of £25 as defined in Rule 8.1.

e.
The failure by either team in League matches in Divisions 3 and above to provide Umpires graded EH Level 1 Assessed or higher will incur a fine of £25.


f.
The match will be declared a 3-0 loss against the defaulting team unless both teams agree to complete it with Umpires who are not of EH Level 1 Assessed or higher.  This must be clearly stated on the match report form and agreed between the captains 24 hours prior to the match. Home captains should ensure that this information is entered on the match sheet.

g.
If Rule 4.2(f) cannot be agreed by both teams then a friendly game may be played and again this must be stated on the match report form.


h.
For all League Matches in Divisions 4 and downwards matches may be umpired by suitably experienced Umpires (preferably qualified or those having taken a Level One Course). Clubs are encouraged to arrange for all Umpires to seek qualification.


i.
When league matches are confirmed (see Rule 5.8) both Clubs in each fixture must agree the umpiring arrangements (see Rule 4.2b) and we recommend that the umpiring arrangement is added to the NOTES Section of the fixture on the YHA Website; i.e. ‘one umpire each’ or ‘two home umpires’.


j.
Should a team fail to provide the agreed umpire, or umpires, the defaulting team must provide a player, or players, to umpire the whole match. Clubs should note the rule 4.2(o) in respect of players umpiring.

k.
Failure by the defaulting team to provide a replacement umpire, or umpires, will incur a fine of £15.


l.
The match will be declared a 3-0 loss against the defaulting team unless a replacement umpire can be found without delaying the start of the match by more than 15 minutes past the scheduled start time.


m.
A friendly game may be played and again this must be stated on the match report form. Home captains should ensure that this information is entered on the match sheet.

n.
Both completed Team Match Report Sheets must be handed to the umpires before the match can start.


o.
No person shall umpire and play in the same match. Players who have taken on the duties of umpiring must complete the whole match as an umpire. No “swapping” of players during the match will be permitted.
4.3
AUTHORITY OF UMPIRES 

a.
As soon as a League match commences the captains of both teams shall be deemed to have passed authority for completion of the match to the umpires.


b.
No authority exists for umpires to make any decision upon the Rules of the League unless otherwise stated within individual Rules.
5
FIXTURES

5.1
FIXTURES FOR SEASON


a.
League fixtures will be played on such dates fixed by the YHACC with slip dates similarly fixed. These will be notified with the Fixture List for each season.


b.
Requests for specific fixture patterns to be applied to the fixture database for a Club’s fixtures or fixtures of more than one club at a specific venue must be made by 15th April of the preceding season.


c.
The Home Club is responsible for ensuring that all League games are played on the appointed date, or on a re-arranged date in accordance with Rules 5.5, 5.8b, 5.9.1g.
5.2
LEAGUE DATES & FIXTURE COMPLIANCE

a.
Clubs entering the League must ensure that all teams play every League fixture. League matches will not take place after the nominated end date of the season. The nominated date is normally the last scheduled slip date and will be advised to all Club Fixture Secretaries. In certain special circumstances there may be reasons why matches have to be played after the nominated end date of the season. In this situation agreement of the relevant Divisional Representative must be sought at least 28 days before the end of the season.

b.
Any team conceding more than 3 matches will be demoted one division after all promotions and demotions have been completed. Any Team failing to complete its League fixtures may be liable to expulsion from Leagues in addition to the penalties imposed by the League Committee as detailed in Rule 5.10.
5.3
SLIP DATES

                    The slip date/s is entered into the playing schedule to enable movement of fixtures due to unforseen weather 

                    conditions.  This can only be used as a rearranged fixture with the agreement of the relevant Divisional Representative
                    on the proviso that it may need to be moved due to mass movement of games cancelled by poor weather conditions.
5.4
UNIVERSITY-BASED CLUBS


a.
University-based is defined as a club that has merged with a university/college and has a significant percentage of those university/college-based players.  This will be verified by the Player Registration List.

b.
University teams will only be permitted to request the move of the first fixture of the scheduled season and the first scheduled fixture in January – all other amendments are subject to normal league rules.

c.
Scheduled Cup Competition fixtures take priority over rearranged League fixtures unless agreed to the contrary by the Cup Competition Organiser and Division Representative.

d.
In all cases the relevant Divisional Representative must be kept informed and has final approval.


e.
The list of match rearrangements should be resolved at or immediately after the Annual Clubs Meeting and must be submitted to the relevant Divisional Representative and University Liaison Officer and updated on the YHA Website as soon as possible and no later than the end of September. Examinations, study weeks or term-time hockey tours, Varsity matches etc., are not acceptable reasons for rearranging matches. 
5.5
START TIMES


a.
All scheduled League matches will commence within the hours of 10am and 5pm providing travel time for the opposition is not greater than 1 hour for the 10am game or 1.5 hours for the 5pm games (travel time is measured pitch to pitch).


b.
Dispensation on this Rule may be granted to teams who are restricted to start times by pitch availability.  This must be notified to and agreed by both teams and the Divisional Representative at least 10 days in advance of the fixture and must be confirmed by all interested parties.


c.
Teams not ready to start within 15 minutes of the agreed start time will automatically forfeit the match. In extenuating circumstances Rule 5.10 will be applied.

5.6
VENUES


a.
Appropriate changing and toilet facilities must be available on site.


b.
All matches in all leagues must be played on approved England Hockey     standard surfaces.
5.7
HOSPITALITY

                    First named teams are expected to offer suitable hospitality before and after the match to visiting teams and 
                    umpires. If second-named (away) teams do not notify opposition that they do not require post-match hospitality 
                    (or that a significant number will not attend) the opposition may charge proven costs to their opponents.

5.8
MATCH CONFIRMATION & YHA WEBSITE
a At least 10 days before each match, the Match Confirmation or Fixture Secretary of the Home Club will reconfirm all fixtures with the opposition including confirmation of umpiring arrangements, team colours, start time and venue and giving team contact details if those in the online handbook are not current. It is the duty of the Away Club to notify the Home Club that it has received confirmation of the fixture, should confirmation not be received by the Home Club then they should contact the Away Club and make sure it has received the information.
b
The appointed Club Representative must input details of start times and venues of all scheduled and rearranged home matches 14 days prior to the start of the season.  These must be directly input to the YHA Website, in the event of any problems the appointed Club Representative must email the YHA Website Manager and relevant Divisional Representative immediately.  The penalty for a breach of this Rule is £50.

c
All fixtures will be kept up to date and details of any subsequent changes to the date, start time and venue of any League fixture must be updated on the YHA Website once the Away Team Fixture Secretary has agreed and confirmed the changes by email.  The penalty for the breach of this Rule is £20 by the Home Club.
5.9              POSTPONEMENTS & COMMUNICATION
5.9.1
PRE-MATCH 

a.
No communication on League business shall take place with any of the League Officials after 9pm and must be by text or email unless specifically agreed to by the relevant Official prior to that need. 

b.
Any team cancelling a match later than 9pm on the Wednesday prior to the match will automatically be deducted points as follows -
I. 3 points for the first offence
II. 6 points for the second offence
III. 9 points for the third offence
a. If any Team cancels after 9pm on the Wednesday prior to the match other than because of a pitch being unfit the team not defaulting may request reimbursement for any proven costs incurred.  These may include pitch hire costs if this cannot be cancelled, and in the case of short notice cancellation, refreshments and/or transport costs.

b. The home team must take responsibility to postpone a match due to the unfitness of its pitch.

c. In the event of a postponement due to an unfit pitch, the visiting team and Neutral Umpires (if appointed by YHUA) must be informed by the home team as soon as possible before the agreed start time and take into consideration an allowance for travelling times by visiting teams.  Where conditions are marginal, both teams must discuss and agree whether it is worth the away team travelling.

d. The home team is responsible for updating the YHA Website and Divisional Representative with notification of the postponement and its cause.
g.    The postponed match must be re-arranged within 14 days of the postponement and re-scheduled to be played on a 
       date agreed by both sides and within 28 days of the postponement or the nearest slip date. Non-compliance with
       this rule will result in a £20 fine for both clubs, unless prior agreement of the Divisional Representative has been
       sought. A shortage of players is not an excuse for not playing the match within the agreed timescales. Where an 
       agreement cannot be reached, the relevant Divisional Representative should be contacted, and they will decide the
       outcome of the fixture.
         h.   The penalty for a breach of any part of this rule is £20.

5.9.2
AT MATCH 

a.
Where both teams are at the ground and a dispute arises as to the fitness of the pitch, the responsibility for a decision shall rest with the Umpires after consultation with Ground Staff, if any.


b.
Both Umpires must agree to proceed with the match; otherwise the match will be postponed.


c.
After the commencement of a match, any question of abandonment will rest entirely with the Umpires.


d.
If the home ground is deemed unfit on the day of the match, the venue may be changed by agreement between the teams and umpires.

        
e.
Should a match not be played on its scheduled or re-arranged date for any reason other than an unfit pitch, the home club must submit an email report within 5 days of the event to the relevant Divisional Representative, copied to the opposition. The report must state the circumstances relating to the match not being played and if appropriate asking for the game to be awarded or where possible identifying an alternative date.
 5.9.3
ABANDONMENTS


a.
If a match is abandoned, the result shall stand in cases where the match has been in progress for more than 50 minutes.

b. 
Matches postponed or abandoned before fifty minutes’ play have taken place must be re-arranged as described in Rule 5.9.1g

c.
Any team not completing a match, unless abandoned by umpires for any reason will be deemed to have conceded the match.  
                     d.
The defaulting team will also be deducted points as below and the match awarded to the opposition 3-0. 

I. 3 points for the first offence

II. 6 points for the second offence
III. 9 points for the third offence
 5.10         BREACH OF THE RULES

           a.     For a breach of any of the Rules the relevant League Committee will conduct an investigation and the Secretary or      Divisional Representative shall inform the clubs of the findings within 7 days of a decision by email. If this needs referring to a meeting the clubs will be advised of the date of the meeting. 
     b.      Any grievance against another club must be received by the relevant League Secretary within 7 days of the misdemeanour or it will be deemed to be out of time for the League to take action. Any such grievance should include all evidence in writing available from umpires, players, spectators. The Divisional Representative should obtain evidence in writing from both clubs. The League Secretary may well refer the situation to the League Committee, in that instance both clubs will be informed accordingly. The decision of the League Committee will be relayed to the clubs by email within 7 days of the League Committee’s decision.
           c.     The League Committee may impose any or all of the following: -

i. issue a warning to the club as to its future conduct

ii. issue a warning to the club as to its future conduct and deduct one point

iii. impose a fine (the amount of which shall be determined by the League Committee up to a maximum of £75) and deduct one point

iv. direct that the match be played on a date determined by the Divisional Representative or,

v. award the match 3-0 or declare the match as a 0-0 draw

vi. deduct up to six points from the offending Club

                              vii.      any team reported to have not completed the match without justification, will automatically be deducted

                                        points as follows:-
3 points for the first offence

6 points for the second offence
9 points for the third offence
vii. for repeated and/or serious breaches of the rules, affiliated clubs may be relegated, or temporarily or permanently suspended from the League.

6.
PLAYERS

6.1
ELIGIBILITY & PLAYER REGISTRATION

a.
Each Club must compile, maintain and retain an up to date player registration list that can be submitted on the approved format/template, via email & upon request, by any of the League Official within 2 days. 

b.
A new player will be deemed as registered once they have appeared on a team sheet and played – subject to player transfer rules. Players who are suspended or subject to other playing restrictions must seek approval from the Divisional Representative BEFORE involvement in any fixture.

c.
The information required for Player Registration is: Club Name; Club Number; Shirt Number (IF Unique); Forename; Surname;


d.
Penalty for non-compliance is £50 

e.
Only Men should play in Men’s League matches and Women in Women’s League matches.


f.
Only bona fide members of a league club who are 13 years of age or older on the day of the match shall be entitled to be registered and to play in league matches for that club. The club is responsible for verifying a player’s eligibility. 

6.2
PLAYER TRANSFER

   a.      In each season a player who has played league hockey for another Club will not play for a Yorkshire League Club

            unless the League Secretary receives a fully completed and signed transfer form showing that a genuine change 

            of Club has taken place.

   b.     This must include agreement of transfer from the player’s previous Club.

      c.     A player cannot play for their new Club until a formal request in writing to join the new Club has been made to the relevant League Secretary and the relevant League Secretary has agreed the transfer request and informed the Club in writing of the earliest date the player may start playing for his/her new Club.  The transfer form is available on the Yorkshire Website –    
                                  http://www.yorkshireha.org.uk/download.php / YHL player transfer form.doc
                    d.   Normally this will be 10 days from the receipt of the request.

e.   Any player found to have left a club owing money, kit etc can if found by the league committee will have their   registration suspended until the matter is resolved to a satisfactory level decided by that committee.

               f.    No player may transfer after 1 February unless there are special circumstances agreed in writing or email by the League Secretary.

    g.  Should a Club dissolve then all players will become free agents but may not play in a league / division below that   normally played without written permission from the Divisional Representative.     
    h.  Should a club play a non-registered player then the team in which that player played will be deducted 3 points and   the match awarded 3-0 to the opposition team.

6.3
PLAYING KIT / CHANGE OF STRIP

a.
All players including goalkeepers must wear shirts each bearing a different number of at least 22.5cm in height and contrasting in colour from that of the shirts and socks.


b.
‘Outline’ shirt numbers that have a contrasting outline colour to the shirt colour(s) but containing a fill colour that is the same or similar to the shirt colour(s) must not to be used.


c.
Numbers must be worn in the centre of the back of the shirt.


d.
Goalkeepers shall wear a shirt of a different colour from both their team and their opponents.


e.
The home team must notify team colours for both Home and Away Teams when confirming match details with their opponents and Neutral Umpires.


f.
In the event of a colour clash the away team is required to change and use their alternative colour shirts and socks. Teams that fail to observe this requirement or use an away strip with colours that still clash may be penalised £20. Captains of individual teams are also urged to check their opponents club colours prior to matches.

g.
Clubs are urged to use a single-colour change strip rather than a mixture that includes part of their usual colours.

6.4   TEAM SELECTION

a.      All clubs must select teams on merit, player movement will be monitored.

b. 
Additionally, after the end of January any player whose name has appeared on the match sheet in more than 75% of higher team league matches cannot play for the club in a lower team league match unless permission has been obtained by email from the relevant Divisional Representative.
Such a request must be made by email before 9pm on the Wednesday before the players involvement in a lower team. This must be acknowledged by the 
                             Division Representative by text or email prior to the players involvement in the fixture.
c.      Consideration will be given by the Divisional Representative to players from higher teams who have been unavailable due to injury or work commitments and have been unable to play for a higher team. Any team making such requests must provide the Divisional Representative with copies of the signed match sheets showing that the player has not played for the higher team for more than 75% of the higher team matches. Failure to provide such evidence/information will deem that the player is/was not eligible to play for any lower team within a club – see Rule 8h for sanctions.


d.
Within the last four scheduled or rearranged games of the League season any Club must not play in any team a player who has played 50% or more of their games for higher sides in the current season, unless in four of the last five matches they have played for that lower side. 

e.
Consideration will be given by the Divisional Representative to players from higher teams who have been unavailable due to injury or work commitments and have been unable to play for a higher team. Any team making such requests must provide the Divisional Representative with copies of the signed match sheets showing that the player has not played for the higher team for more than 50% of the higher team matches. Failure to provide such evidence/information will deem that the player is/was not eligible to play for any lower team within a club – see Rule 8h for sanctions.


f.
The receipt by Divisional Representatives of a fully completed match sheet will be deemed to be a true record – where possible this should be submitted via electronic means (preferably via email).

g.
A club unable to satisfactorily justify its selection or subsequent action shall be deemed to have played an ineligible player. Or be in breach of any part of Rule 8a-g will be sanctioned with a points deduction as below and the match awarded to the opposition 3-0.
I. 3 points for the first offence

II. 6 points for the second offence
III. 9 points for the third offence
6.5
MINIMUM NUMBER OF PLAYERS


a.
A Team must have seven players on the pitch before a match may start (this does not have to include a goalkeeper). Once the match has started there is no minimum number of players on a team for a match to continue.

b.
Cancellation of matches by teams only having seven players available is not a justification for cancelling matches. Any team cancelling for this reason will have the following sanction imposed: -



Points deduction as below and the match awarded to the opposition 3-0.

I. 3 points for the first offence

II. 6 points for the second offence
III. 9 points for the third offence
6.6
REPRESENTATIVE HOCKEY


a.
If any Team has 3 or more players selected for England Hockey sanctioned matches taking place on the same day as a league match the Team has the right to postpone and re-arrange a match, following the procedure set out in Rule 5.9.1g.


b.
For the purpose of this rule, National Schools Cup and Youth representative matches are regarded as a England Hockey sanctioned matches.

c.
Permission for postponement should be sought from the Divisional Representative and opposition notified with as much notice as possible (normally at least two weeks).
6.7
PLAYER SHORTAGE


a.
In the event of a Team being short of players, other players can be promoted from successive lower Teams such that the Club’s lowest Team is short – this allows the higher team the opportunity to play short also.

b.
Clubs may not cancel higher team matches and play lower team game(s) – see Rule 6.4g for sanctions. 

c.
Players must not play for a lower team because of this cancellation. 

d.
In any one weekend players from lower teams may play for a higher side than usual as well as their normal side to cope with player shortages however higher team players cannot play for a lower team. 

e.
This must be declared on both the higher and lower team Match Report Form before the start of the match. This should be an occasional emergency, not a regular event.


f.
The penalty for a breach of Rule 6e. is £20.


g.
The penalty for breach of Rule 6a-f. is a points deduction as below and the match awarded to the opposition 3-0.

I. 3 points for the first offence

II. 6 points for the second offence
III. 9 points for the third offence
6.8
PLAYING FOR DIFFERENT TEAMS

a.
Team selection is expected to be consistent as per Rule 6.4.

b.
The league will pay close attention especially where there is a rescheduled match or where a higher team has no fixture. This includes players playing in National or Regional Leagues.

c.
Clubs can register a complaint against a player(s) from a higher team playing in a lower match. This can be made on the day if appropriate. A Delegate, Neutral Umpire or Club Umpire can be informed of the protest.  The Umpires cannot take action at this point unless the offending team agrees to withdraw the player(s).

d.
Complaints must be confirmed by email or in writing within 5 days of the match to the relevant Division Representative, and copied to the opponents, after which Divisional Representative will take primary responsibility to investigate the complaint and then submit a report/review of the incident to the relevant League Committee who will rule accordingly.


e.
Complaints not confirmed by email or in writing to the Divisional Representative and the League Secretary within 5 days of the match will not be admissible.
7
DISCIPLINE

7.1
Cumulative Yellow Cards


a.
Players shall be subject to incremental match suspensions for yellow cards an individual accrues throughout the season. Each YHA Divisional Representative will keep a record of yellow cards recorded on match sheets; however, the responsibility for applying such suspensions will rest with the player’s club. The player’s club is required to inform the YHA Divisional Representative by email that the suspension has been carried out.



The following suspensions shall apply to each individual: -
I. 4 yellow cards in one season = 1 match suspension
II. 2 further yellow cards in the same season = 1 further match suspension
III. 2 further yellow cards in the same season = 2 further match suspensions
IV. For each further yellow card thereafter in the same season = 3 further match suspensions
b. Any match suspension imposed because of this regulation shall take effect on the next YHA League match following the match in the match in which the qualifying yellow card was issued regardless of which team the player is selected to play in See Rule 9.1h for sanctions.
c. In the event a player is issued a red card subsequent to receiving a yellow card(s) in the same match, the yellow card(s) shall not be counted for the purposes of rule 7a & 7b.
d. The failure by any club to suspend a player under this rule will be treated as playing an ineligible player. See Rule 7.1h for sanctions.
e. Should a player suspended under this rule play for any other team in the YHA League whilst suspended they will receive an additional 1 match suspension to be added at the end of the current suspension period.
f. The League divests control of disciplinary matters covered by the EH Disciplinary Code to the Disciplinary Committee of the YHA

g. The YHA Pitch side Code of Conduct set out in Note 1 must be followed at all League matches.


h.
Contravention of the YHA Pitchside Code of Conduct should be included in any report. Umpires should advise the Secretary of any abuse of this code.


i.
The penalty for breach of Rule 8a-f. is a points deduction as below and the match awarded to the opposition 3-0.



I.
3 points for the first offence



II.
6 points for the second offence



III.
9 points for the third offence
8
RESULT REPORTING

8.1
PRE-MATCH


a.
All Teams are responsible for completing in full the League Match Report Form. These are available for download from the YHA Website.
b. The Home and Away parts of the Match Report Form must be completed by both teams in each match with the names and numbers of players including substitutes.

c. Matches must not commence until the forms have been completed and handed to the Umpires before the start of the match.

d. Any player who is playing more than one match must be declared on the form.

e. The penalty for a breach of this rule is £20.
8.2
POST MATCH


a.
Immediately after the match the Home and Away Team Captains will fully complete the Match Report Form including goal scorers and the Club Number of each player to whom a green / yellow and/or red disciplinary card has been given.


b.
The Umpires must add their EH Level 1 Assessed Number (if appropriate) and comments to the form before signing it.


c.
Once goal scorers and cards have been recorded and the Umpires have signed the Match Report Form, both Home and Away Team Captains must sign the Match Report Form to confirm the information on the form as a true record of what happened in the match.


d.
The Home Team representative must scan (or photograph) and email the Match Report Forms to the relevant Divisional Representatives within two days of the match. Some Divisional Representatives may require you to send the Match Report Forms by post. Your Divisional Representative will inform you if the MRF should be sent by post and arrive no later than the Wednesday following any match.


e.
The Home Team must retain copies of any Match Report Forms whether sent by email or posted to Divisional Representatives and must produce them on demand when requested by any League Officer.


f.
The penalty for a breach of this Rule is £20 for Rule 8.2a, 8.2b, 8.2c and £25 for Rule 8.2d and 8.2e 
8.3              YHA WEBSITE & MATCH RESULTS 

a.
The results of all league matches in YHA relevant divisions played must be input directly to the YHA Website by the Home Teams’ nominated club representative within 36hrs of the completion of the fixture.

b.
If problems are experienced inputting results directly to the YHA Website, send the results by SMS text 07936 515230 within 36 hours of the completion of the fixture and inform the YHA Web Manager of the problem.


c.
The penalty for a breach of this Rule is £20.

9
FEES, FINES & APPEALS

 9.1
NOTIFICATION OF FINES

Fees or fines imposed on any Club must be paid within 14 days of notification to the Club concerned. Divisional Representatives should notify (by email) the following officials of any fines issued together with reasons: -

The YHA Treasurer,

The League Committee Chairman

The League Committee Secretary

The Captain of the non-compliant team

The Treasurer of the non-compliant Club 
a. If payment is not received within 14 days of notification an additional fine of an amount up to double the original fine may be levied.

b. Failure to comply with Rule 14a above will prompt the YHA Treasurer to collect all unpaid fines with the following season’s YHA Club Affiliation Fees and the fine will be doubled.
c. Failure to pay fines can result in expulsion of the Club from the League or a lesser penalty as decided by the relevant YHA League Committee.

d. Fines must be paid to the YHA Treasurer whose contact details can be found on the fine notification documentation and in the YHA Handbook. Affiliated clubs are to ensure that all their team captains are aware of the YHA Treasurer’s details.
9.2             APPEALS


a.
Clubs shall have the Right of Appeal to the YHACC against a decision of a League Committee.


b.
Such appeals, together with a deposit of £50 (returnable if the appeal is upheld) must be sent in writing or emailed to the Chair of the YHACC within 14 days of the notification of the decision by the League Committee.


c.
An Appeals Committee to hear any competitions-based appeals will consist of the YHACC Chair plus a minimum of two others from the YHA President, Deputy President, Vice Presidents or Past Presidents.


d.
The panel will not normally be of the same gender.


e.
The decision of this Appeals Committee will be final and binding on all parties.

“GUIDANCE NOTES”
NOTE 1: CODE OF PITCHSIDE CONDUCT 
It is the responsibility of all clubs to ensure that good manners and courtesy prevails towards the opposition, umpires and other officials before, during and after the game.  Once the pitch is available, the Home Captain shall assume authority for the pitch and its surrounding area and any spectators.  Clubs are advised to ensure that they have adequate insurance cover and that they are aware of local health & safety regulations along with emergency procedures regarding the pitch and facilities.

NOTE 2: CAPTAINS RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Agree with the Umpires the location of Managers, Coaches, Substitutes and Suspended players during their suspension and from where substitutions will take place. Teams are allowed a maximum of twenty people. This includes sixteen players per game, a Manager, Coach, Physio plus a medically qualified Doctor. Team Captains must let the umpires know of which, if any, team officials they have on the bench.
2. Satisfy themselves and the umpires as to the quality and safety of the pitch and its facilities and ensure that other pitch side furniture is removed to its safest location.
3. Check the availability and location of an emergency telephone and first aid.
4. Agree the location and allowed proximity of spectators.
5. Ensure that substitutes should warm up in clothing in a colour other than the participating teams in the agreed area of the pitch side.
6. Ensure that coaches and managers remain in their designated area.
7. Ensure that vocal communication by team officials and players on the bench is not, in any way, directed at the umpires or players of the opposing team. Failure to do so could result in penalties (such as points deduction, fines) being imposed on the club, its officials or the players concerned.
8. Ensure that players not taking part in the game, or those in subsequent or previous matches, do not knock up or cool down on or near the pitch whilst the match is in progress.
9. Ensure that post match inquests are held away from the pitch.
10. Spectators should be advised, if necessary, of matters relating to their conduct, especially insofar as this affects the game in progress. Spectators should be kept away from the bench areas at all times and, where possible, should watch from the opposite side of the pitch.  The onus is on the home club to take responsibility for spectators and their behaviour. Failure to do so could result in penalties (such as points deduction, fines) being imposed on the club, its officials or the players concerned.
11. Ensure that small children are not allowed to wander freely around the perimeter of the pitch whilst a game is in progress. Children should remain under the control of their parent/guardian at all times.
12. Ensure that babies in push chairs are not left parked on the side of the pitch.
13. Captains, coaches and managers should be responsible for their own conduct and the conduct of their players at all times. Failure to do so could result in penalties (such as points deduction, fines or player suspensions) being imposed on the club, its officials or the players concerned.
14. Contravention of these Guidance Notes should be included in any match report and umpires are urged to report any abuse of them to League officials.
NOTE 3
SUPPORTED / DEVELOPMENT TEAMS
The existing League Rules will apply except where detailed below.

The following would only apply to teams in the lowest relevant divisions who wish to adopt these guidelines. 

Clubs’ who adopt these guidelines will become “SUPPORTED or DEVELOPMENT Teams” and they will be allowed some doubling up of players and player selection from the team immediately above them or if agreed the team including and below Division 2. It is a MUST that such players are previously identified and should not be used if a team can be raised from the normal playing squad. 

Players selected from the higher team will be classed as “Bulleted Players” There should be no more than 8 players “Bulleted” in the club’s next highest team squad and only 4 of these players will be allowed to double up or play lower down on one day. They should only be used when the lower team is short and must be identified on the team sheet and to the Divisional Rep.

“Bulleted Players” are encouraged to play in the positions that are vacated by missing players. It is important that when selecting “Bulleted Players” the current League the higher team is playing in is taken into account. Some clubs may have multiple teams in the same division. Clarification on who can be “bulleted” can be obtained from The Divisional Representative. 

The use of “Bulleted Players” is to avoid the selection of the bottom team from a big pool and to restrict the use of players from higher teams who may just be available that week. Obviously, injuries, long term illness or long holidays may mean some players could not be used and the “Bulleted players’” list can be amended every 4 weeks but only with the agreement of the Divisional Representative. Players deleted from the list will not be allowed back for 4 weeks.

Please note that any team that agrees to use “Bulleted Players” will be classed as a “Supported Team” and will not be eligible for promotion that season.
Teams who wish to become “Supported Teams” must register with the Divisional Representative. for the relevant division. The form printed below can be used for this purpose.

If teams have 7 players then they should still play the game and, if the opponents agree, can borrow similar standard players from the opposition.

Teams that have 6 or less players available and decide not to play the game will be automatically sanctioned as per the relevant normal league rule for failing to fulfil the fixture and the game awarded to the non-offending team.  “Supported Teams” must send in a Register of players identifying which squads they will be playing in and particularly those players that will be “Bulleted”.

Where a maximum of 4 bulleted players are used then the result will stand. If more than 4 bulleted players used, then the game will be awarded 3-0 to the non-offending team.  “Bulleted” players should be identified with a (B) prefix on the team sheet, next to their name.
The above guidelines will rely on “Supported Teams” honouring the relaxing of the rules and will mean more work for Divisional Representative but hopefully less cancelled games and more hockey. Please support us in this effort and let’s make it work.

	Name of Club wishing to register a team as a “Supported Team”:
	Supported Team


	Date Registered



	Revised Registration List to be issued to the League confirming the squads that players will be expected to play in. 
	
	Date of issue



	Detailed list of players in the bottom teams and those players in higher teams that are “Bulleted” to allow them to play lower down.
	
	Date issued to Divisional Representative


“Supported Teams” will not be eligible for promotion.

Match sheets should identify “Bulleted Players” from a higher team.

Clubs that use these Guidelines to take an unfair advantage will be sanctioned.

Supported teams must only use “Bulleted Players” when they are short. Where the team has more than 11 regular players then “Bulleted Players” should not be used. 

We would suggest that no more than 13 players should be selected in a “Supported Team” and any substitutes must be “Bulleted Players”. If no “Bulleted Players” involved, then normal rules will apply.
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